CHAPTER XVI

SOUTH AFRICA

THE law in force as to copyright in the Union is that set out in
ch. iv of the Patents, Designs, Trade Marks, and Copyright Act,
1916.1 This Act became operative as to copyright throughout the
Union on 1 January 1917, and repealed the copyright laws
passed by the South African Colonies before the Union which
was effected by the South Africa Act of 1909, passed on 20
September 1909.2 This Act decreed that the laws in force in the
several Colonies at the establishment of the Union should con-
tinue in force until repealed or amended by the Parliament of
the Union.3

In addition to the Imperial Copyright Act of 1842 and the
International Copyright Act of 1886, both of which Acts were
applicable in the South African Colonies, separate copyright
laws were enacted by Cape Colony, Natal, and Transvaal, but
the Orange River Colony (which later became the Orange Free
State) had no separate law on the subject.

The relevant provisions of the early laws of Cape Colony,
Natal, and Transvaal were as follow:

CAPE COLONY

An Act authorizing the importation into the Colony of foreign
reprints of books, 18544 and the Copyright Act of 18735 were the
earliest acts relating to copyright in Cape Colony, but these Acts
contained no provisions relating to delivery of copies. Delivery
was first made compulsory in 1888 when an "Act to provide for
the Preservation of Copies of books printed in the Colony and for
the Registration of such Books" was passed on 6 July 1888.6 The
relevant sections of that Act were:

1 No. 9 of 1916, assented to on 7 April 1916.
8 9 Edw. VII, c. 9.

3  By s. 135.

4  No.

. 4 of 1854, passed on 26 September 1854.
* No. 2 of 1873, passed on 26 June 1873.
6 No. 4 of 1888. It is interesting to note that by the courtesy of successive
Governors a copy of every book received under this Act is sent to the British